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The United States and the island nation of the Bahamas share a common ritual in July, Independence Day, sharing a span of 200 years. This year 
a special evening celebrating both anniversaries was attended by Bahamians and Americans .
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The Governor General, Arthur Hanna represented the island country and helped to cut the cake with U.S. Charge d’Affaires Tim Zuniga-Brown, who hosted the affair recognizing the 36th anniversary of the Bahamas.  Also in attendance were several distinguished national leaders in foreign affairs: the current Minister of Foreign Affairs for the Government, the Hon. Brent T. Symonette, M.P.; former Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Fred Mitchell M.P. for Fox Hill (pictured above in orange shirt), who is now a seating member of Parliament for the opposition party; and former Minister of Foreign Affairs Paul Adderley (seen greeting Mr. Lincoln).
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A special tribute to the past was a highlight of the evening. Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, ably re-created by impersonators Larry and Mary Elliott, mingled with the audience.  PDI-POA member Jenniffer E. H. Braynen attended the event and shared insight to a historic relationship between the Bahamas and the United States. “This year marked a special connection between our countries. While the United States celebrated its 236th year as an independent country, this year also marked the occasion of the election of a black president, so we wanted to emphasize the work of President Abraham Lincoln, who freed the slaves in the U.S. and who is said to have preserved the union,” Braynen said. 


